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CORY'S ENGLISH HISTORY.
‘RN LIS RY. B
A D T O ™ S0 15g5,  Sva. bp. 1%
867, Hemry Holt & Co.

The title uf M Cory's book s misloading. A
gnide is supposed o direct our st0ns in unfamiliar
paths; Lint the reader of these politienl commenta-
ries will heable to make little ont of them unluw_n lie
knows the sulject presty well Lefor hund. This is
partly lLecause Mr. Cors's plan takes In criticism
and reflsction rather than nurrative, and partly be-
canse ke shows an nufortunate predilection for nle
Jusion rather than direct statemeni. Even peisons
who are well resd in English history may he par-
doned it they sowetimes fail to appreciate the fores
of Lis pages, orremain in dontt un_tu whom he is
speaking ot when lie persists in refeiring 10 a pule
lic churscter withont naming him, [lis manner is
tont of the political jonrnslist who pensat nid-
pight a rapil and if possible a lively lewding article
upan the report of the debute, wlhich is to be printed
slong with hia comments njon it; nud ina pro-
duction of 1bat sort the art of allusion, the indirecy
desiguation of a pergonuse liy a relerenes to cireum-
glauces which everybody  wiil wuderstand, 1 often
hignly effective. But the method w hieh proves tell-
jng fo the mornipg puper is far lrom happy in n se-
rions lustory., Mr. Cory foruels thut Lie i8 wiiting
not aboot yesterdoy's pows Lut the events ol filty
vears ago. The general reader w {11 hardly be able
to make good use of this = Guide” withous the helo
of another guide somswhar more matter-of-fact,
Nor is itonly iu the form of Dis essavs thut Mr.
Cory reminas us of the modern journalist. He ul-
Jows limsel! o freedom, a fnsppishness, a vigor of
oliurgation, an uniairness of statement, not often
enconntered except i the literature of putty dig-
putea,  Awan cxample of his temper, we tiay point
10 liis treatment ot O'Connell, which ig marked by
an averbity nothing Jess thao valoar The Irish
leader is @ mulicious demagogue, o varking eur,
whomn, bowever, vile us he was, the Loglish Govern-
ment might wisely bave bonght oft by givisg bim
a judgeslip!

1u is Lelieveldl that from sheer sireas of poverty he
wus compellad 1o take to the profession ot an syi-
tator, und to play the game of founding e nss-
clutions to smuse his ignerant followers: and il
seems certaln that in bawiing fer liepealof tho
Union be tueant ne worse than to ull hisown

ket, undl divert nbis tellow-gonntry men from se-
dition avd robellion, Onthe whole it may be held
that it was & mistske net to make Lim & juidge.

Mr. Cory's political morals seem to be os bad as
s manners. As & furtler and perhups a still more
Lagrant specimen of the worst possible newspuper
style not to Lwe paralieled in any jourual whick
makes @ pretence of decorum, take the following
obseryvativns upon leish disconteat:

There wera nearly eizht miltious 0” human leings
in Iveland. It wonld ve wrong to hetteve that ail
liose, or even balf of these, were in sympathy with
moalignant sneaks, But mnong those who buged

roperty, fsared the wagistrates and flillsd voo-

acts habitually, there must have been a projoi-
tion greater even tunn iu other conntries of stupid
apid cowardly people: though in every inuss of
comuou poople, when left 1o themseives, thoeis
fonnd 10 be &n iucenvenient proportion of dull
creatares that cannot do unything ‘qu gupe wlien
the fewn makers of mischie! cowbine against the fow

obyious vietims of mulice.

and 8o on, at considerable length, until, after en-
amersting s variety of what be ealls Iriah © tricks,"
fmprovidence, recklussness, duelling, dishike of the
English, ete., Mr, Cory observes * that whole sots of
people, even natlons, 1a!l, hke pdividesls, info
tricks, and that tricks ars the germa of wontal de-
yangoment,” The passuges we have eilod nreina
manuer which writers of a vertain class betieve to
be vigorous or amimiuted. They are mistaken.
Abuse so plainly cold-blooded and noprovoeked is
always the weakest possitle forn of censure; nnd
the literary vivacity which vents itelf in undig-
nified and inconsiderate freedom is s dull us the
comudy of horse-play. Mr. Cury is tiresome becan-e
he is never ensy and never seli-restra ned. Nor, if
we pardon the vieosof lils piethod, can we tind com-
peusation for themn in the wisdom of his judgments,
In sayiog that ke is nuscre pulous we do nub impate
10 him soy uoral obliguity, lint we mean that by
the voustitiztion ol bis wind or Lis intellectunl Lubit
bo sects hardly to realize the duty of frankuess in
Tistorical statements, or of accuracy in describing
pursons, prineiples and poiicies that he dialikes,
His chief care is to make n point. We ask avy far

and edqucated student to read what Mr. Cory hus to

say of English misguvernmont in Ireland, and
aecide for hlnself bow far this singularly dogmatic
commentator can be trnsted as a geide  Almost the
whole of Mr. Cory's Section XLL, on the attempts

ol the Whigsof 1533 to rule Irelawd, might be
cited us u wpeciinen of dariug misrepresentation.
Iguoring the arigln of Fuglish spoliation and 1y-
runpy in the gister iddand, be calmly remarks that
the sixteonth cenfury revenls * existing difiercneo
between the Irish and the Enghsh” and then be
proceeds to the fullowing remaskable ouphemsm :
“The Logland of the Tudors wus a compaet =iats,
stroug amonyg Furopean Stules, bt wanting ex-
tension ; 4t waide cffoits to extend itsedl by toruing
Jroluud into a conntry hike itsell” Thisis pretiy
bal; but Mr. Cory goes further. He justifies the
despotic attempt to fasten upon tho Irish people o
rule which they detested; and be deciares it v Lo
the greatest bict upon Elizabeth's roign ot that
she sdopted the pelicy of persecation (< nssimila-
ti0n,” Lio eatls it), but that she 1ailed to pursue it to
axoceessiul issoe, I those days Fueland, thanks
to her feminine monarchy, sinued against Ireland,
Yor ihgsin pensnce has liewn done ; but it isan
errol ia doing this penance to repent of baving tried
to make the Inish Evangelical Christians.”  As for
the cruelticgof the Tadur age, he adds, they were
“ fnst like the crueities of the Puritaus in Awerica,”
Mr, Cory in fond of paradox, hut this seems to be jn-
dulging bis taste oo far. * Assieilation " bavine
failed, recourse was iad afresh to eolenization, Al
yeaderauf Irish history know what this means.
The vwners of wihole counties were summarily
driven into the bogs und moors, and (heir luands
vieie given to Englishwen : and it is beoause this
soit of whalesale robhery was committed over and
over agaln by the Fnglish Government, notil there
win Laritly o land titlo in Trelund not founded upun
thelt, that the more culightened aud Christisn
Euglishmen of our duy find themselves coufronted
by suech beartbreaking aiflienltios fo attempting to
repair the wrongs commivted by their Torefuthers.
With s complacent indifference to the moral aspocts
of the cuso at which we exnuot help wondering, Mr.
Cury declares that * the colony fourded in North
Trelund by James I was one of the bust of the many
similar attempts that bave been made i aucieul or
modern Furope™; and that “ such scitloments are of
necessity baeed on the Jorfeiture of lande and the e
tinclion of triben,”  Yet Mr. Cory his v alwost in-
eredible temerity to assert that Irisl antipathy to
British law “can be, with fair prool. ascribed to
the conduct of knuwn persons who . vea belween the
yeurs 10:40 and 1700, or iboreabouts.”

- Besides tie Irish question, the most important of
the topics treated in this eveond disision of Mr.
Cory's work ars  Parliamentary Raform, the estab-
Yishment of the Kiogdom of Delgiom, avd Slavery
in the West Indies, 'The besl and fnllest sactions
are those on the pussing of the Hefora Bill. The
uarrative of this great achisvement has been foll
more drsmationlly and more ¢loucly elsewhere; hut
Mr. Cory illustrates it with nex aud eflective
touches, and hisdashes at character, free personal
criticisma and esthmates of motives ol activa are
pometimes fotroduced with grest suecess, 1lis
Whig sympatiies are not inconsistent with o fuith
n the inestiwable blessing of aristocratio famils,
exprossed with a frequeocy and fervor quite touch-
Sug, and wiso with a lofty contempt lor the govern-
ment of clerks and underbred soldiers; and weo may
add that they are modilied by sowme dervid personil
antipathies wiict are now and then a listlo droil,
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